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in respect to the circumstance of his ambassadors
being* present, when it was published,, it may be
remarked that an intercourse has long*prevailed
between him and the French, and from the inqui-
ries I have lately made, I find that vakeels and
others were often formerly sent to Pondicherry,
where he was supplied (and perhaps since from
Mauritius) with stores and various other articles,
and that Frenchmen sometimes, though not in any
great number, went to Seringapatam from Pondi-
cherry. These considerations,, and the certainty
that the Sultaun could derive no very material
assistance from the small number of men already
received from the islands; the little expectation of
his receiving from thence a more formidable sup-
ply; but above all, the silence of the officers in
charge of the frontier garrisons respecting the
movement of his troops, and the enclosed intelli-
gence this day received from Salem without any-
thing to contradict it from other quarters, incline
me to be of opinion that Tippoo does not meditate
immediate hostilities. What effect the knowledge
of our preparations may have upon him is yet to
be determined; but the apprehension which we
have expressed in our public letter, that he might
attempt to lay waste the lower part of the Barrah-
niahal and the Carnatic, has been materially
diminished in my mind from a consideration of
the causes I have now stated,

a In the meantime, our preparations are going